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Glyphosate treated  

Zoysia-August                                                        

Fescue seeded early Sept  

(May photo) 

HOW TO CONVERT A ZOYSIA 
LAWN TO FESCUE/BLUEGRASS 

The conversion should begin in late July/early August. Zoysia tends to produce thatch, so the 

first step is to determine if thatch is a problem. A thatch layer less than 1/2 inch is generally not an 

issue but thatch of 1/2 inch or more MUST be broken up or removed after killing the zoysia but 

prior to seeding. The thicker the thatch layer, the more important it is to remove it.  

Mid- late July- water zoysia 3-7 days before applying glyphosate herbicide to increase uptake 

and control. Continue to water 2-3 times per week between herbicide treatments. 

First week in August- mix a 2% solution of glyphosate concentrate (41% active Fertilome 

KILL-ZALL). This is equivalent to 2 ½ oz. concentrate per 1 gallon of water, and apply 

over 300 sq. ft.  

Repeat these applications 2 more times, one week apart (a total of 3 glyphosate treatments). 

You do not want to see any green zoysia leaves right before seeding.  

Early September- After zoysia is controlled, mow the grass as low as possible and preferably bag 

the clippings. Remove thatch using either a rake or renting a dethatching machine. You may need to 

make several passes with the machine because each pass only removes about ¼ inch of thatch. After 

thatch removal, you are now ready for seeding. 

If the ground is compacted, this is a perfect time to use a core aerator to loosen the seedbed. Make at 

least 2 passes with the aerator with the second pass at a 45 degree angle to the first pass. If the 

ground is not compacted, you can use a verticutter and make one pass with this machine prior to 

seeding. If you have smaller areas consider using the Garden Weasel, an excellent tool for prepar-

ing soil and incorporating seed in areas that do not have compaction issues.  

After aerating or verticutting, broadcast Soil Services’ KC Marathon or KC Endurance seed and 

Fertilome New Lawn Starter Fertilizer at recommended rates. If using the verticutter, make a sec-

ond pass at right angles to the first pass after seed and fertilizer are applied.  

Begin watering- Seed MUST be kept wet at all times and this may require a light watering 2-3 

times per day prior to germination.  Once seed imbibes water (swells), it WILL DIE if it dries out. If 

you used a core aerator, grass will germinate in the aeration holes and come up like “little plugs”. 

The new grass gradually fills in as it matures.  

Once seed has germinated, you can reduce the frequency of watering, but increase water depth. If 

needed, take a small shovel to dig a soil profile as you want to water to about a 6 inch depth. When 

the grass is about 3 inches tall, mow it at 2 inches for the first couple of mowings as this will en-

courage it to tiller (spread), then raise the mowing height to 3 inches and continue to mow at this 

height. 

Early October- The new grass will be hungry for more plant food, especially nitrogen. Apply Fer-

tilome Lawn Food Plus Iron. 

Early November- Apply Fertilome Winterizer Lawn Food when growth has slowed and grass is 

still green. 

 


